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P r o f . Dr= M a n f r e d G e r b e r t , L e i t e r des S p r a c h -
i n t e n s i v z e n t r u m s an der Technischen Universität 
D r e s d e n , i s t vom 18.9 . b i s Dezember 1986 an de r 
E n g l i s h Language I n s t i t u t e de r U n i v e r s i t y o f 
M i c h i g a n . 
DR. GERD FISCHER 
Dr . Gerd F i s c h e r , P o l i t o l o g e an d e r F r i e d r i c h -
S c h i l l e r - U n i v e r s i t ä t , J e n a , i s t vom 23 .8 . b i s 
Dezember 1986 an der Tu f ts U n i v e r s i t y . 
DR. ANDREAS KREGLER 
Dr . A n d r e a s K r e Q l e r , A n g l i s t an de r H u m b o l d t -
U n i v e r s i t ä t zu B e r l i n , i s t von Sep tember b i s 
Dezember 1986 an de r U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a , 
M i n n e a p o l i s . 
UWE POHL 
Uwe Poh l i s t an der Karl-Marx-Universität L e i p -
z i g , S e k t i o n t h e o r e t i s c h e und a n g e w a n d t e 
Sprachwissenscha f t t ä t i g , und i s t vom 25.8. b i s 
Dezember 1986 an der I n s t i t u t e o f German S t u d i e s 
i n B i m i d j i , M inneso ta . 
THE BERLINER ENSEMBLE 
The B e r l i n e r Ensemble w i l l be pe r f o rming at the 
R o y a l A l e x a n d e r T h e a t r e i n To r on t o t h i s f a l l . 
Per formances i n c l u d e B r e ch t ' s Three Penny Opera 
(Oct . 2 1 - 2 3 , 1986) and The C a u c a s i a n C h a l k C i r -
c l e ( O c t . 2 4 - 2 6 ) . T h i s i s the E n s e m b l e ' s f i r s t 
v i s i t to North Amer ica . 
CONFERENCES 
THE GDR TODAY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 
The conference "East Germany Today: People , 
P r o b l e m s , P r o g r e s s , " A p r i l 2 2 - 2 4 , 1986, was a 
p r o d u c t i o n o f the German f a c u l t y at the U n i v e r -
s i t y o f K e n t u c k y . C o - s p o n s o r s w e r e t h e 
Lex ing ton Woman's C lub , the l o c a l Un i t ed Nat i ons 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , and t h e C e n t r a l Kentucky C o u n c i l 
on Peace and J u s t i c e , w i t h a d d i t i o n a l funding 
from the Kentucky Humani t i es C o u n c i l . The con-
f e r e n c e was o r i g i n a l l y i n t e n d e d to be a p u b l i c 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f C h r i s t o p h He in , who was to v i s i t 
f rom the GDR, and the s t a r t o f c ommun i t y o u t -
reach programs. Because o f b u r e a u c r a t i c c o m p l i -
c a t i o n s from both governments, Hein was not ab le 
t o a t t e n d , bu t i t i s hoped t h a t he w i l l be i n 
Lex ing ton f o r A p r i l , 1987. 
The conference began w i t h the r emin i scences 
o f Kentucky-born John Sherman Cooper, the f i r s t 
U.S. ambassador to t h e GDR. H i s p r e s e n t a t i o n 
c e r t a i n l y r evea l ed how far U.S. p o l i c y and p r e -
p a r a t i o n o f i t s d i p l o m a t i c corps has come s i n c e 
the 1970 ' s . Some p r o g r e s s has been made f rom 
the days when u n i n f o r m e d non-German s p e a k e r s 
were at the c o n t r o l s . 
The a c a d e m i c p a r t o f the c o n f e r e n c e began 
the next day, and dea l t w i t h some o f the i s s u e s 
o f C o l d War m e n t a l i t y and m i s i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
Ambassador C o o p e r ' s t a l k had b r o u g h t o u t . Our 
f i v e c o n f e r e n c e s p e a k e r s , a l l e x p e r t s on the 
GDR, gave in fo rmed and i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k s on the 
f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : Robe r t G r e e n b e r g on h e a l t h 
care systems for mothers and c h i l d r e n ; P a t r i c i a 
Herminghouse on t rends i n women's l i t e r a t u r e as 
e x p r e s s i o n o f s o c i a l concerns ; Nancy Lauckner on 
peace and nuc l ea r i s sues i n l i t e r a t u r e ; M a r i l y n 
Rueschemeyer on work, marr iage and f a m i l y l i f e ; 
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gious p o l i c y today. 
L o c a l h i s t o r i a n s and p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s 
(Dan N e l s o n , J i m A l b i s e t t i , and Je remy P o p k i n ) 
a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e d e b a t e . We were 
p l e a s e d t h a t a c u l t u r a l o f f i c i a l o f the GDR 
embassy, M i c h a e l W i n t e r , was a l s o ab l e to a t t end 
and g i v e a t a l k on GDR peace p o l i c y . H i s p r e -
s e n t a t i o n was i n f o r m a t i v e , y e t r e f r e s h i n g and 
i n f o r m a l . The audience was brought up to date 
on e v e n t s , o f f i c i a l p o l i c i e s , and 'underground' 
movements i n the GDR. 
In a d d i t i o n s t u d e n t s a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
K e n t u c k y , L e x i n g t o n t r a n s l a t e d and p e r f o r m e d 
wo rks by C h r i s t o p h H e i n . The t r a g i c s e l e c t i o n 
was h i s p l a y Ah Q, d i r e c t e d by P h i l M c K n i g h t , 
the f a c u l t y member who organ i zed He in ' s v i s i t . 
A d r a m a t i z a t i o n o f the chapter "Snout the Donkey 
Goes to P a r i s t o Become a P r o f e s so r " from He in ' s 
c h i l d r e n ' s book, H i n t e r dem K a c h e l o f e n was 
d e l i g h t f u l and w e l l r e c e i v ed by the audience. 
Jeannine B l a c k w e l l 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Kentucky , L ex ing ton 
GDR LITERATURE AT THE KENTUCKY FOREIGN tANGUAGE 
CONFERENCE 
The 19 86 K e n t u c k y F o r e i g n L a n g u a g e 
Conference, h e l d a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f Kentucky-
L ex ing t on , A p r i l 24-26, f ea tured the welcome and 
u s e f u l a d d i t i o n o f a t w o - s e s s i o n sympos ium on 
GDR l i t e r a t u r e cm A p r i l 25 . No doubt many 
s c h o l a r s i n th e f i e l d o f GDR l i t e r a t u r e j o i n 
t h i s r e p o r t e r i n t h e hope t h a t s u c h s e s s i o n s 
w i l l c on t inue i n fu ture years . 
The m o r n i n g s e s s i o n , m o d e r a t e d by Theodor 
L a n g e n b r u c h o f E a s t e r n K e n t u c k y U n i v e r s i t y , 
i n c l u d e d f i v e papers : "Ho locaust und L i t e r a t u r : 
Die P e r s p e k t i v e Jurek B e c k e r s " by H e i n z W e t z e l 
( U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o ) f o c u s e d on J a k o b der 
Lügner but t r e a t e d the e f f e c t s o f the Holocaust 
on o t h e r w o r k s o f B e c k e r as w e l l ; "Uses and 
Misuses of Language: I n g r i d Babendererde as a 
GDR N o v e l " by Rober t K. S h i r e r ( U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Neb raska ) s t u d i e d J o h n s o n ' s i n t e r e s t i n the 
" c o n f l i c t between p u b l i c language and the r e a l -
i t y t h i s l anguage sought t o d e s c r i b e " ; "Greek 
My th and S o c i a l i s m i n C h r i s t a W o l f and H e i n e r 
Mü l l e r " by H e r b e r t A. A r n o l d (Wes l e yan U n i v e r -
s i t y ) a p p l i e d i n s i g h t s f rom the t h e o r y and 
c r i t i c i s m o f myth t o i n d i v i d u a l works o f Müller 
and W o l f ; " K l e e w u n s c h oder S c h i Ida i n der DDR" 
by F r i t z H. König ( U n i v e r s i t y of Northern Iowa) 
p r o v i d e d a humorous and i n f o r m a t i v e r e p o r t on 
K i r s t e n ' s a d a p t a t i o n o f the S c h i l d a theme; and 
"Sprachskeps i s and S p r a c h k r i t i k : R e f l e c t i o n s on 
GDR Prose " by Thomas C. Fox (Washington U n i v e r -
s i t y ) s e r v e d as a good f o l l o w - u p to S h i r e r ' s 
paper by d i s c u s s i n g the t w i n themes o f language 
s c e p t i c i s m and l anguage c r i t i c i s m , l a r g e l y i n 
works from the 60s and 70s. 
The a f t e r n o o n s e s s i o n , m o d e r a t e d by 
R i c h a r d Z i p s e r o f O b e r l i n C o l l e g e , c o n t a i n e d 
four papers : i n " L e s e r s t r a t e g i e n im neuen DDR-
Roman, " D i e t e r S e v i n ( V a n d e r b i l t U n i v e r s i t y ) 
addressed the reader ' s be ing forced to ques t i on 
by s u c h works as W o l f ' s K a s s a n d r a , F r i e s ' V e r -
legung e ines m i t t l e r e n Re iches , De Bruyn's Neue 
H e r r l i c h k e i t , and Hein 's Horns Ende; i n " A r b e i t , 
Umwelt und Natur i n der P e r spek t i v e e i n i g e r DDR 
S c h r i f t s t e l l e r i n n e n , " G e r t r a u d Gutzmann ( S m i t h 
C o l l e g e ) d i s c u s s e d the t r e a t m e n t o f w o r k p l a c e 
and e n v i r o n m e n t p r o b l e m s i n r e c e n t wo rks by 
Königsdorf, Simon, Maron, Kraus , e t c . ; "Kassan-
dra t r a u e r t d r e i m a l anders " by Karen Jankowsky 
( W a s h i n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y ) compared the m o u r n i n g 
p r o c e s s r e f l e c t e d i n and i n v i t e d by W o l f ' s 
K a s s a n d r a w i t h t h a t o f W e i s z a c k e r ' s May 1985 
speech on t h e i s s u e of r e m a i n i n g g u i l t r e l a t e d 
to t h e N a z i e r a ; and " D r a c h e n b l u t : C h r i s t o p h 
Heins 'Fremde F r e u n d i n ' " by Bernd F i s c h e r (Oh io 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y ) a n a l y z e d H e i n ' s use o f the 
C l a u d i a cha ra c t e r . Due to h i s own i l l n e s s and a 
r e g r e t t a b l e paperwork f ou l -up by U.S. government 
a u t h o r i t i e s , H e i n had t o c a n c e l h i s p l a n n e d 
v i s i t t o K e n t u c k y , but he s e n t h i s t a l k , " M a e l -
z e l s S c h a c h s p i e l e r geht nach H o l l y w o o d . " T h i s 
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f a s c i n a t i n g r e f l e c t i o n on c o m p u t e r s and the 
" r e p r o d u c i b i l i t y o f a r t " was r e a d by P h i l l i p 
M c K n i g h t o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f K e n t u c k y as the 
f i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n i n the a f t e rnoon s e s s i o n . 
Nancy A. Lauckner 
U n i v e r s i t y o f T ennessee—Knoxv i l l e 
THIRTEENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE SYMPOSIUM ON THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
The 1987 Symposium w i l l be he ld June 19-26, 
1987 at the World F e l l o w s h i p Center , Conway, NH. 
The c e n t r a l theme o f t h e Sympos ium w i l l be 
" E v e r y d a y L i f e i n the GDR/' As i n p a s t y e a r s 
the Sympos ium w i l l be i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y . S e -
v e r a l o f the seminars w i l l i n v o l v e the t rea tment 
o f t o p i c s from the p e r s p e c t i v e s o f v a r i ous d i s -
c i p l i n e s . 
Papers are be ing s o l i c i t e d for the f o l l o w i n g 
s e m i n a r s : Q u a l i t y o f L i f e i n the GDR (P. H e r -
m i n g h o u s e , U n i v . o f R o c h e s t e r ) , The GDR and I t s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t ( J . P a r s o n s , S l o a n 
S c h o o l ) , R e g i o n a l D i f f e r e n c e s i n the GDR (M. 
Gerber , address be low) , A r t s and the (New) Media 
i n the GDR ( V o l k e r G r a n s o w , U n i v . C a l i f o r n i a -
Be rke l ey ) , B e r l i n : H i s t o r y , C u l t u r e , and P o l i -
t i c s o f a Modern M e t r o p o l i s (D. Swee t , B a t e s 
C o l l e g e ) , New GDR L y r i c P o e t r y (C. C o s e n t i n o , 
R u t g e r s ) , I s s u e s and T r e n d s i n GDR L i t e r a t u r e 
and A e s t h e t i c s ( C . Z . R o m e r o , T u f t s U n i v . ) , 
M e t h o d o l o g y o f t h e S tudy o f GDR L i t e r a t u r e , 
C u l t u r e , So c i e t y (M. Gerber , address below). 
D e t a i l e d p r o p o s a l s ( t i t l e p l u s 2-3 pages ) 
must be s u b m i t t e d t o t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s e m i n a r 
o r g a n i z e r s - - o n e copy t o e a c h — b y J a n u a r y 15 , 
1987 a t t h e l a t e s t ; c o m p l e t e d p a p e r s , no l a t e r 
t h a n A p r i l 1. P a p e r s s h o u l d not e x c e ed 30 m i -
nutes . The p r e f e r r e d language i s E n g l i s h . For 
more i n f o r m a t i o n on the program, con tac t Margy 
G e r b e r , N e s t o r s t r . 2 , D-1000 B e r l i n 3 1 , FRG. 
For i n f o r m a t i o n on the Symposium l o c a t i o n , t r a -
v e l a r r a n g e m e n t s , e t c . , c o n t a c t W. C h r i s t o p h 
Schmauch , W o r l d F e l l o w s h i p C e n t e r , Conway, NH 
03818 , t e l . (603)356-5208. 
TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
The 12th New Hampshire Symposium on the GDR, 
h e l d at the World F e l l o w s h i p Center , Conway, New 
Hampshire, June 20-27, 1986, was most memorable 
for the v a r i e t y o f p o s i t i o n s represented by the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s and the c o n v i v i a l a t m o s p h e r e i n 
which they met. P o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n s ranged from 
the Green P a r t y t o the SED and the U.S. D e p a r t -
ment o f S t a t e . Among the 65 p a r t i c i p a n t s were 
s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s , e conomis ts , bus iness exper t s 
and Germanis ts from s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s , o f f i c i a l s 
o f the Goethe I n s t i t u t e and the Consu la te Gener-
a l o f the Federa l Repub l i c and the pas to r o f the 
D u t c h E v a n g e l i c a l C o n g r e g a t i o n o f B e r l i n . I t 
was the f i r s t t r i p t o t h e c o n f e r e n c e f o r an 
e d i t o r o f D e u t s c h l a n d A r c h i v , G i s e l a H e l w i g , 
and for H e i n r i c h Mohr (Osnabrück), co- founder 
o f the A r b e i t s k r e i s für L i t e r a t u r und Germanis-
t i k i n der DDR. F i v e men from the GDR h e l p e d 
round out the l i v e l y d i s c u s s i o n s : K a r l - H e i n z 
Röder o f t h e I n s t i t u t für T h e o r i e des S t a a t e s 
und des Rechts , Akademie der Wissenscha f ten der 
DDR; L o t h a r B i s k y , a m a s s - m e d i a r e s e a r c h e r a t 
t h e Akademie für G e s e l l s c h a f t s w i s s e n s c h a f t e n 
beim ZK der SED; A l f r e d Loesdau, a h i s t o r i a n at 
the saTne i n s t i t u t e ; Re ine r Saupe o f the Humboldt 
U n i v e r s i t y (management and f i n a n c e ) ; and the 
s c r e e n w r i t e r Wolfgang Kohlhaase. 
In g e n e r a l the t one o f the c o n f e r e n c e was 
one o f op t im ism about i t s theme: "The GDR Today 
and Tomorrow: V i s i o n s and R e a l i t i e s / ' The 
d i r e c t i o n g i v e n by the E l e v e n t h Par ty Congress 
o f the SED s t r e s s e s a d ramat i c economic commit -
ment t o h i g h t e c h n o l o g y i n the GDR, e s p e c i a l l y 
m i c r o e l e c t r o n i c s and r o b o t i c s . To make t h i s 
p o s s i b l e , c r e a t i v i t y and a " r i c h n e s s o f i n d i v i -
d u a l i t y " are to be supported i n s o c i a l and c u l -
t u r a l p o l i c y . A l though B i sky and Röder r e j e c t ed 
the t e r m " e l i t e , " i t was c l e a r t h a t a new 
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" s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n i c a l i n t e l l i g e n t s i a " would 
need " s p e c i a l c o n d i t i o n s " f o r l i v i n g and w o r k -
ing . The o ther p i l l a r for such developments i s 
s t r o n g GDR s u p p o r t f o r d e t e n t e , s i n c e i t s c u l -
t u r a l and t r a d e r e l a t i o n s w i t h the F e d e r a l 
R e p u b l i c and t h e U.S. a r e q u i t e i m p o r t a n t . A l -
though t h e s e p l a n s c e r t a i n l y cha l l enge the GDR 
economy and work fo r ce , perhaps some conf idence 
a r i s e s from i t s weather ing o f recent c r i s e s o f 
c r e d i t and energy p r i c e s . 
The " v i s i o n s and r e a l i t i e s " o f t h i s i n -
c r e a s i n g " r i c h n e s s o f i n d i v i d u a l i t y ' ' w e r e 
t o u c h e d on i n many o f t h e p a p e r s and d i s c u s -
s i o n s , no t a l l o f w h i c h c a n be m e n t i o n e d h e r e . 
Two examples are the avant-garde poetry d i s c u s -
sed by W o l f g a n g Mül le r , and the g r a d u a l l y -
i m p r o v i n g a t m o s p h e r e f o r l e s b i a n s and gays i n 
the GDR, as d e s c r i b e d by Rüdiger P i p e r . In 
g e n e r a l , l i t e r a t u r e remains a c r u c i a l mediator 
o f s o c i a l problems or s o c i a l change i n the GDR, 
whether i n gender and f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s , t e chno-
l o g i c a l advances or for m i n o r i t i e s such as the 
d i s a b l e d . However, homosexua l i t y , which l a c k s a 
major l i t e r a r y e x p r e s s i o n , seems to be an excep-
t i o n . 
I t remains to be seen whether the op t im ism 
about i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m and i n d i v i d u a l i t y w i l l 
not c o l l i d e w i t h o t h e r c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l 
t endenc i es i n the GDR. Vo lke r Braun may be r e -
a p p r o p r i a t i n g R i m b a u d , as C h r i s t i n e C o s e n t i n o 
p o i n t e d o u t , bu t t h e p u b l i c d eba t e o ve r mode r -
nism or the c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e i n genera l i s not 
wide-open. Two books on N i e t z s che are i n d e f i -
n i t e l y de layed by p u b l i s h e r s , Denis Sweet r epo r -
t e d . In t h e i r comments on German h i s t o r y and 
n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y , S i g r i d Meusche l , A l f r e d Loes -
dau, and John Sandford r e c a l l e d narrower , more 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c t r a d i t i o n s w h i c h may l i m i t t h e 
r i c h development o f h i g h - t e c h i n d i v i d u a l i t y . I t 
i s s t i l l e a s i e r t o commemorate F r i e d r i c h the 
Great or M a r t i n Luther than F r i e d r i c h N i e t z s che , 
and w i t h major economic and s o c i a l change i n the 
GDR, t h e r e w i l l a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y be t h o s e who 
decry i t w i t h terms from l e s s o p t i m i s t i c t i m e s — 
decadence and cosmopo l i t an i sm . 
F i n a l l y , H e i n r i c h Mohr's t a l k , "DDR L i t e r a -
t u r a l s P rovoka t i on der L i t e r a t u r e i s s e n s c h a f t , " 
d i d no t p r o v o k e a d e b a t e a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . 
S i n c e t h e r e i n d e e d seems to be l i t t l e c l a r i t y 
among s c h o l a r s as to how and why they study the 
GDR, i t c an o n l y be hoped t h a t t h e s e s s i o n on 
me thodo l ogy p l a n n e d f o r nex t y e a r ' s sympos ium 
w i l l b r i n g about a f r u i t f u l d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s 
problem. 
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